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HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR

Details story of survival, revenge in new book
By LORIN MGLAIN
The Daily Courier

I m c I 0 i n@ pres cottoz.co m

Though almost two vears
had pasied since the Gerirans
inr,aded Poland, villagers of the
to\,\,'n of Zhetel, on tlie Russian
border, didn't reallv qrasp the
implications of the-Geiman
army marchine into the town
for ihe first tiine in the late
spring of I941.

As if it occuned vesterdav.
Harold Minuskin reinembeii
German soldiers marching
down the street, occupying thd
town for a couple ofw66ks io no
significant effect.

Tb/o weeks later, six Jewish
residents were shot and soon
after, the occupiers rounded up
about 120 town leaders, rabbii
and other influential indMdu-
als for what they were told was a
work project outside of town.

The work, however, was dig-
ging open graves for their exe-
cutions.

Minuskin, a local semi-
retired NASA researcher, details
the event and the ensuing insur-
gency against the Nazis in his
book, "My Children, My Heroes
-Memoirs of a Holocaust Moth-
er," written from his translations
ofhis mother's memoirs and his
own recollection of livine with
panisan fighters and famiiies in
the forests of Byelorussia.

Minuskin's story bears sim-
ilarity to others of the Jewish
resistance that affected the war
effort all over Europe, similar to
the struggle ofthe Bielski broth-
ers told in the recent movie,
"Defiance," which occurred
30 to 40 miles from where
Minuskin's tells his story.

The u.s. authority in rhe Disptaced persons camD i"""l[?fll;I
took this picture of the Minuskins for their U.S.A. Certificate of
ldentity in Lieu ot Passport in 1946. The author stands direc v left
of his father. His book is available in the prescott Fine Art5 gifi
shop and Temple B'rith Shalom.

. When __survivors of neigh- a tight space with no food or
boring villagers warned Zhetel water wliile his father tried to
residents what the Nazis were rendezvous with others to fisht.
doing, many brushed it off in When the shootine ind
denial. screaming ceased, thev;ousht

"We couldn't believe it. The refuse wiih eentile villalers w:ho
C€rmans are civilized peo- turnid theri away or.rt 5f fear of
ple. They wouldn't do that," Nazi retribution, ind ended uo
Minuskin recalled. hiding in wheat and comfieldi

Rlt some, like his father, had before organizing in the forest.
the foresightto know otherwise. His grandmoiher and aunt
Minuskin's father hid the family numbeied among half the
under an outhouse as the Ger- escapees shot anii killed, he
mans rounded up hundreds to said.'
implement the "Final Solution." His father met a different

Three days and three nights fate, rounded up with other
passed, while Minuskin, then captives in a svnhqozue await-
3-years-old, hid with his moth- ing execurion, 6ut in ihe confu-
er, brother and eight others in sion, escaped by hiding in the

buildins's rafters.
For ihree vears the familv

lived in the firrests with othei
suryivors, struggling to survi\.e
and to organize against the
Nazis.

"There were no facilities.
We had to endure the Russian
winters. lt was bitter cold. The .
onlyfood we could getwas from
nearDy peasants, and thev were
reluctiit," Minuskin said.

His mother, like others, would
venture out at night, sometimes
walking t0 to 12 miles to get a
loaf of bread or some milk. 

-

What strength thev sained in
survival, appalently, "trinspired
into. a potent thirst for revenge,
as the resistarce held on loire
enough to obtain help frori
Russian paratoopers. Encoun .Russian parafioopers. Encoun-
tering the renegade fighters,-'
Red Armv paratrooDers helDed
train theid in hit-aird-run iab-
tics against German convovs.
enabliig them to obtain meii-
calsupplies, additional weapons
and ammunition, and food'.

"We were very intent on
extracting revenge; because
most of the people who made
it into the forest had seen their
families shot before their e\€s."
Minuskin said.

Minuskin wrote the storv
as a tribute to his mother who
passed away in November at
the age of 102, most of which is
taken from his mother's mem-
oirs written in Yiddish while
the family lived in a camp for
displaced victims in Germanv
immediately after the war.

"The message I want to
set throush in the book is mv
inother s determination to kee;
her two young children aliveJ'
ne sald.
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